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PTHA PRESIDENT
Robert “Bob” Hutt

PTHA PRESIDENT’S
CORNER

S m a r t y  w a s  b r e d  a n d  f o a l e d  F e b r u a r y  2 8 ,  2 0 0 1  a t  S o m e d a y  F a r m  i n  C h e s t e r  C o u n t y ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a  b y  h i s
o w n e r s ,  P a t r i c i a  a n d  R o y  C h a p m a n .  H e  w a s  s i r e d  b y  E l u s i v e  Q u a l i t y  o u t  o f  t h e  d a m ,  I ' l l  G e t  A l o n g .  F r o m
t h e s e  h u m b l e  b e g i n n i n g s  h e  a l m o s t  n e v e r  m a d e  i t  t o  t h e  r a c e s  w h e n  s u f f e r i n g  a  h o r r i f i c  s t a r t i n g  g a t e
a c c i d e n t .  S m a r t y ' s  c a r e e r  p r o b a b l y  w o u l d  h a v e  e n d e d  t h e n  a n d  t h e r e ,  i f  n o t  f o r  l e g e n d a r y  v e t e r i n a r y
s u r g e o n ,  P a t t y  H o g a n .  " W h e n  I  g o t  h i m ,  h e  l o o k e d  a t r o c i o u s , "  s h e  s a i d .  " I  m e a n  h e  w a s  j u s t  a  s i g h t .  Y o u
h a d  t o  s e e  i t  t o  b e l i e v e  i t .  T h e  l e f t  s i d e  o f  h i s  h e a d  w a s  s o  s w o l l e n ,  l i k e  t w o  t o  t h r e e  t i m e s  n o r m a l ,  a n d
w h e r e  h i s  e y e  u s e d  t o  b e  t h e r e  w a s  j u s t  t h i s  b i g ,  g i a n t  b u l g e . "  

W e l l  S m a r t y  s u r v i v e d ,  a n d  a s  h i s t o r y  n o w  t e l l s  u s ,  h e  w a s  j u s t  o n e  l e n g t h  a w a y  f r o m  i m m o r t a l i t y  a s  h e
w a s  t h e  f i r s t  u n d e f e a t e d  p o t e n t i a l  T r i p l e  C r o w n  c h a m p i o n  s i n c e  S e a t t l e  S l e w  i n  1 9 7 7  h e a d i n g  i n t o  " T h e
T e s t  O f  C h a m p i o n s " ,  t h e  g r u e l i n g  m i l e  a n d  a  h a l f  B e l m o n t  S t a k e s .  A  r e c o r d  B e l m o n t  S t a k e s  c r o w d  o f
1 2 0 , 1 3 9  f a n s  t u r n e d  o u t  a l l  s h o u t i n g  h i s  n a m e  h o p i n g  t o  s e e  t h e  p e r f e c t  e i g h t - f o r - e i g h t  S m a r t y  J o n e s
m a k e  h i s t o r y .  A l a s  i t  w a s  n o t  t o  b e  a s  S m a r t y  J o n e s  t r u l y  t o o k  o n  a l l  c o m e r s  t h a t  d a y  a s  h e  r i p p e d  o f f
a n  u n b e l i e v a b l e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  m i l e  r e c o r d e d  i n  2 2 . 4  s e c o n d s .  S m a r t y  e n d e d  h i s  c a r e e r  t h a t  d a y  i n  w h i c h
h e  f i n i s h e d  s e c o n d  j u s t  e i g h t  f e e t  t h i r t y - t h r e e  i n c h e s  ( o n e  l e n g t h )  a w a y  f r o m  i m m o r t a l i t y !  I n  l o o k i n g
b a c k  n o w  h i s t o r y  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  S m a r t y  J o n e s  r a n  a  f a s t e r  K e n t u c k y  D e r b y  B e y e r  1 0 7  t h a n  T r i p l e  C r o w n
C h a m p i o n s ,  J u s t i f y ' s  1 0 3 ;  a n d ,  A m e r i c a n  P h a r o a h ' s  1 0 5 .   

I n  t h e  P r e a k n e s s ,  S m a r t y  J o n e s  e a r n e d  t h e  F A S T E S T  B e y e r  1 1 8  i n  t h e  t w e n t y - f i r s t  c e n t u r y  ( 2 4  y e a r s  a n d
c o u n t i n g ) ,  f a s t e r  t h a n  J u s t i f y ' s  9 7  a n d  A m e r i c a n  P h a r o a h ' s  1 0 2 .  Y e t  f o r  s o m e  i n e x p l i c a b l e  r e a s o n ,
d e s p i t e  S m a r t y  J o n e s  c a p t u r i n g  e i g h t  o f  n i n e  l i f e t i m e  r a c e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  n a t i o n ' s  a t t e n t i o n  a s  d i d
S e a b i s c u i t  a n d  S e c r e t a r i a t  b e f o r e  h i m ,  h e  i s  n o t  a s  y e t  b e e n  i n d u c t e d  i n t o  t h e  H a l l  o f  F a m e !   

O n  t h i s  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  h i s  r e m a r k a b l e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  P T H A ,  P a r x ,  t h e
P H B A  a n d  a  g r a t e f u l  n a t i o n ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  h i s  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  o u r  F i r s t  L a d y  o f
P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  P a t  C h a p m a n ;  a n d  m y  f e l l o w  B o a r d  M e m b e r ,  t r a i n e r ,  J o h n  S e r v i s .  T h a n k  y o u  S m a r t y
J o n e s  f o r  t a k i n g  u s  o n  a  m a g i c  c a r p e t  r i d e  t h a t  n o n e  o f  u s  w i l l  e v e r  f o r g e t .   

Y o u  a r e ,  a n d  w i l l  f o r e v e r  b e ,  T H E  P E O P L E ' S  C H A M P I O N !

T h e  1 4 9 t h  r u n n i n g  o f  t h e  P r e a k n e s s  i s  i n  t h e  r e c o r d  b o o k s
a s  w e  c o n g r a t u l a t e  t h e  2 , 5 7 0  M y R a c e h o r s e  p a r t n e r s  a n d
" T h e  C o a c h "  t h e  a g e l e s s  w o n d e r ,  t r a i n e r ,  D  W a y n e  L u k a s ,
8 8  y e a r s  y o u n g ,  o n  S e i z e  T h e  G r e y ' s  e l e c t r i f y i n g  w i r e - t o -
w i r e  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  w i n n i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  j e w e l  o f  t h e  T r i p l e
C r o w n ,  t h e  P r e a k n e s s  S t a k e s .  F o r  h i s  w i n n i n g  P r e a k n e s s
e f f o r t ,  S e i z e  T h e  G r e y  e a r n e d  a  B e y e r  n u m b e r  o f  1 0 0 .  M a k e
n o  m i s t a k e  i n  t h a t  a n y  t i m e  y o u  e a r n  a  " c e n t u r y "  B e y e r
n u m b e r ,  i t ' s  t r u l y  a  r e m a r k a b l e  a c h i e v e m e n t  f o r  a n y  h o r s e !   
I t ' s  r i g h t  u p  t h e r e  w i t h  2 0 1 5  T r i p l e  C r o w n  c h a m p i o n ,
A m e r i c a n  P h a r o a h  w h o  r e c e i v e d  a  P r e a k n e s s  B e y e r  o f  1 0 2
a n d  f a s t e r  t h a n  2 0 1 8  T r i p l e  C r o w n  C h a m p i o n  J u s t i f y ' s
P r e a k n e s s  9 7  B e y e r  n u m b e r .  B o t h  a r e  i n  t h e  H a l l  O f  F a m e
w h i c h  i s  p r e t t y  g o o d  c o m p a n y  t o  k e e p ,  i f  y o u ' r e  a s k i n g  m e ?

T h i s  g o t  m e  t o  t h i n k i n g  a s  t h i s  i s  t h e  2 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y
( 2 0 0 4 )  o f  t h e  " P e o p l e ' s  C h a m p i o n "  P a r x ' s  o w n ,  S m a r t y
J o n e s !  I n  m y  o p i n i o n ,  S m a r t y  b e l o n g s  h a v i n g  h i s  o w n
s t a t u e  s t a n d i n g  a l o n g s i d e ,  S y l v e s t e r  S t a l l o n e ' s ,  R o c k y .   
B o t h  a r e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  i c o n s ,  b l u e  c o l l a r e d  c h a m p i o n s  w h o
t o o k  o n  a l l  c o m e r s  a n d  n e v e r  b a c k e d  d o w n  t o  a n y o n e !  S o
n o w  t w e n t y  y e a r s  l a t e r  l e t ' s  t a k e  a  c l o s e r  l o o k  a t  S m a r t y
J o n e s  t o  s e e  w h e r e  h e  b e l o n g s  i n  h i s t o r y .  



PTHA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Jeffrey A. Matty Jr.

Update from Executive Director
JEFFREY A.  MATTY,  JR.

H O R S E M E N :
A s  w e  w e l c o m e  J u n e ,  w e  a w a i t
o n e  o f  o u r  b i g g e s t  d a y s  i n  t h e
c a l e n d a r  y e a r ,  P T H A ’ s  O w n e r s

A p p r e c i a t i o n  D a y .  T h i s  y e a r ,  w e
l a n d e d  o n  S A T U R D A Y  -  J U N E  8 t h  -
d o n ’ t  m i s s  o u t !  O u r  r e a s o n i n g  f o r

t h i s  d a t e  w a s  t w o f o l d ,  f o r
s t a r t e r s ,  i t ’ s  B e l m o n t  S t a k e s  D a y ,

a n d  w e  w i l l  b r i n g  y o u  a l l  t h e
a c t i o n  f r o m  S a r a t o g a  t h a t  d a y
w h i l e  o f f e r i n g  a  f u l l - l i v e  r a c e
P a r x  p r o g r a m  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  a

1 2 : 4 0  p m  F i r s t  P o s t .

N e x t  m o n t h  m a r k s  o u r  a n n u a l  S u m m e r - B r e a k .  O u r  l a s t  d a y
o f  r a c i n g  w i l l  b e  W e d n e s d a y ,  J u l y  2 4 t h .  T h e  t r a c k  w i l l  b e

c l o s e d  f o r  t r a i n i n g  f r o m  S u n d a y ,  J u l y  2 7 t h  t o  S u n d a y ,
A u g u s t  3 r d .  W e  a r e  r e o p e n i n g  o n  M o n d a y ,  A u g u s t  5 t h  f o r

t r a i n i n g  P l e a s e  p l a n  a c c o r d i n g l y .

M a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d a r s !  S m a r t y  J o n e s  D a y  –  A u g u s t  2 4 t h
–  P e n n s y l v a n i a  D e r b y  D a y  –  S e p t e m b e r  2 1 s t !  B o t h

d a y s  w i l l  b e  b r o a d c a s t  o n  N B C  S p o r t s  P h i l a d e l p h i a

 A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  T r i - S t a t e  B a s s e t  H o u s e  R e s c u e  w i l l  b e
h o s t i n g  t h e i r  a n n u a l  B a s s e t  H o u n d  r a c e s  d o w n  t h e  s t r e t c h

b e t w e e n  r a c e s .  T h i s  i s  a  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  o w n e r s  t o
b r i n g  t h e i r  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  o u t  f o r  a c t i o n - p a c k e d  f u n  a n d

e x c i t e m e n t .  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  i s  a  s p e c i f i c  d a y  f o r  s h o w i n g
a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  o w n e r s ,  p l e a s e  k n o w  i t  i s  n e v e r  l o s t  o n  u s ,

a n d  y o u r  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  o u r  s p o r t ,  m a k i n g  i t
p o s s i b l e  f o r  a l l  i n v o l v e d  e v e r y  d a y ,  w e  r e c o g n i z e  a n d

a p p r e c i a t e  y o u .

www.patha.org



SATURDAY 
JUNE 8, 2024

W E  L O O K  F O R W A R D  T O  W E L C O M I N G  O U R
M E M B E R S  W H O  R S V P ’ D  F O R  W H A T  P R O M I S E S

T O  B E  A  W O N D E R F U L  S A T U R D A Y  W I T H
R A C I N G ,  F O O D ,  A N D  F U N .

T H A N K  Y O U  O W N E R S !

www.patha.org



T h e  P T H A  a n d  P a r x  R a c i n g  w e r e  p r o u d  t o  o f f e r  a  l i v e - r a c e  c a r d  o n
K e n t u c k y  D e r b y  D a y  h e r e  a t  P a r x  R a c i n g .  T h e  a c t i o n  h e a t e d  u p  w i t h
S p e i g h t s t e r  R e d  &  j o c k e y  E l i s e o  R u i z  w o n  w i t h  a  g a m e  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n
t h e  P a r x  D e r b y  D a y  S t a r t e r  

O n  M a y  5 t h ,  P a r x  H o r s e m e n  w e r e  w e l l - r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  G o l d
F e v e r  S t a k e s  g o i n g  6  f u r l o n g s  o v e r  t h e  A q u e d u c t  m a i n  t r a c k .  T h i s  s t a k e
f o r  3 - y e a r - o l d s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  b o t h  P a r x - b a s e d  M a x i m u s  M e r i d i u s  a n d
B u c c h e r i o .  P A - B r e d  M a x i m u s  M e r i d i u s  f i n i s h e d  a  h a r d - f o u g h t  s e c o n d
w i t h  j o c k e y  J o e l  R o s a r i o  f o r  t r a i n e r  R o b e r t  “ B u t c h ”  R e i d ,  J r . ,  a n d  o w n e r s
C a s h  I s  K i n g  L L C  &  L C  R a c i n g  L L C .  B u c c h e r i n o  &  j o c k e y  L u i s  R i v e r a ,  J r .
f i n i s h e d  o u t  t h e  t r i f e c t a  f o r  t r a i n e r  A l f r e d o  V e l a z q u e z ,  a n d  o w n e r
H a p p y  T e n t h  S t a b l e .

N e e c i e  M a r i e  c a m e  f l y i n g  d o w n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  t r a c k  t o  c a p t u r e  t h e
$ 1 7 5 , 0 0 0  G r a d e  3  B e a u g a y  S t a k e s  o n  M a y  1 1 t h  w i t h  j o c k e y  J o e l  R o s a r i o ,
g o i n g  1  m i l e  &  1 / 1 6 t h  o n  t h e  A q u e d u c t  t u r f .  R o b e r t  “ B u t c h ”  R e i d ,  J r .  h a d
t h e  f i l l y  r e a d y  t o  f i r e  i n  h e r  f i r s t  s t a r t  o f  t h e  s e a s o n .  N e e c i e  M a r i e  i s
o w n e d  b y  M i k e  M i l a m .  T h e  c o n n e c t i o n s  a r e  p o i n t i n g  t o  a  s t a r t  a t
S a r a t o g a  a r o u n d  B e l m o n t  S t a k e s  w e e k e n d .  
 
F r e e d o m  R o a d  r o l l e d  h o m e  w i t h  p o w e r f u l  r u n  t o  w i n  t h e  P a r x  P r e a k n e s s
D a y  S t a r t e r  w i t h  j o c k e y  A n d r e w  W o l f s o n t  r i d i n g  f o r  t r a i n e r  R i c h a r d
S i l l a m a n ,  o w n e r s  P a n d a  S t a b l e ,  L B R  R a c i n g  S t a b l e  &  R a s h i d ’ s  T B  R a c i n g .
.

C a u s e  I  S a i d  c a p t u r e d  t h e  P a r x  P h i l l i e s  P r e a k n e s s  D a y  S t a r t e r  g o i n g  6
1 / 2  f u r l o n g s  w i t h  a p p r e n t i c e  j o c k e y  J e a n  A g u i l a r  r i d i n g  f o r  t r a i n e r  S c o t t
L a k e  &  o w n e r  A n g e l o  D e F i l i p p i s .   

O n  t h e  P r e a k n e s s  S a t u r d a y  u n d e r c a r d  a t  P i m l i c o  R a c e c o u r s e ,  t h e
v e t e r a n  P A - B r e d  S m o o t h  B  f i n i s h e d  t h i r d  i n  t h e  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  J i m  M c K a y  T u r f
S p r i n t  S t a k e s  g o i n g  5  f u r l o n g s  o n  t h e  t u r f ,  w i t h  j o c k e y  M y c h e l  S a n c h e z
a b o a r d .  T h i s  9 - y e a r  o l d  w a r - h o r s e  i s  t r a i n e d  b y  R o b e r t   “ B u t c h ”  R e i d ,  J r .
f o r  o w n e r  L C  R a c i n g  L L C .

T h e  P T H A  a n d  P a r x  R a c i n g  w i l l  t u r n  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  o u r  f i r s t  o p e n  t u r f
s t a k e  o f  t h e  s e a s o n ,  t h e  $ 7 5 , 0 0 0  P T H A  P r e s i d e n t ’ s  C u p  o n  O w n e r s
A p p r e c i a t i o n  D a y  –  J u n e  8 t h .  

www.patha.org

by Dani Gibson 
AROUND THE OVAL



PTHA Office

215-638-2012

www.patha.org

SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM

“The Granny Fund”

FALL 
SEMESTER

2024

PTHA CHARITIES 

ON JUNE 16, 2024 WE WILL
CONGRATULATE OUR RECIPIENTS

The PTHA Charities, Inc. (501 c 3) 
has an E3 initiative: Education – Essentials – Experiences. Through our E3 initiative, we can offer educational scholarships to eligible recipients,

provide daily essentials to the men and women who call Parx Racing home, and offer field trips to surrounding events and pro-sport games.



Wednesday, June 12, 2024
from 4 pm to 7 pm

RITA’S OF BENSALEM
3610 Bristol Rd

Bensalem, PA 19020

The PTHA Charities, Inc. (501 c 3) 
has an E3 initiative: Education – Essentials – Experiences. Through our E3 initiative, we can offer educational scholarships to eligible recipients,

provide daily essentials to the men and women who call Parx Racing home, and offer field trips to surrounding events and pro-sport games.



Its About My Time (FL) 
Foaled March 22, 2018. Retired in August, 2022
( EXCLUSIVE QUALITY - HALO JEZABELLE, 

BY HALO'S IMAGE )
Owned by: Silver Trail Stables LLC

Bred By :Robert Burroughs & Claudine Frederiks
10 Career Starts    10 Parx Starts    1 Career Win     $27,780 Career Earnings

"Lizzo I leaned away from Lizzo because of his size. My trainer suggested I try him and if I didn't love him, she
would take him home for herself. I laughed and swung my leg over him. Ever since that moment I knew whatever
came our way, would all be worth it. I’ve owned Lizzo for a year and a half. He went to his first little show in April

and he got a 2nd and 5th! Now, I wouldn’t trade him for anything. He’s perfect!" - Tasha

Brandywine Babe (PA) 
Foaled April 29, 2016. Retired September, 2021

( POWER BY FAR - GRACEE BABE, BY AWAD )
Bred & Owned by: Richard Tomosky

8 Career Starts     8 Parx Starts     $2,770 Career Earnings
 "Brandywine Babe (aka Peppy, aka Peppasarous) is one of the main horses we take on trail rides since she is so

willing, brave, and loves to be on the trails! She is currently being slowly introduced into Polocrosse - which is a
sport we play that is basically like lacrosse but on horseback.  She loves to play in the water, and if there is mud

around, don’t expect her to stay out of it! We love her to death! We knew as soon as we got her that she would be
something special" - Ashlynn

Pansy (PA)
Foaled April 11, 2014. Retired December, 2020

( SILVER TRAIN - AQUATINT, BY NOT FOR LOVE )
Trained by: Frank L. Pollara

Owned by: Nancy Lyons
Bred by: Elizabeth R. Houghton

48 Career Starts    14 Parx Starts    5 Career Wins    $180,464 Career Earnings
Ashlyn and Pansy made a special appearance again at the St. Augustine Prep Kentucky Derby Run for the Roses

event. They took pictures (Pansy even smiled for a few) and spread the word on OTTBs and the many things these
horses can do after they retire from racing. 

Army Man (PA)
Foaled April 30, 2014. Retired December 2019

( FIRST DEFENCE - PROTECT THE CHILD, BY HOUSEBUSTER )
Owned & Trained by: Patrick Ashton

Bred by: Thomas G. McClay
30 Career Starts    14 Parx Starts    3 Career Wins    $72,327 Career Earnings

"I’ve had Army Man, now Henry for a little over 4 years. After being restarted slowly, and correctly with a few
hiccups along the way, we’ve finally entered the Hunter ring this season! His goofy personality has landed him his
show name “Get That Outta Ur Mouth”  and is a barn favorite wherever he goes. He also loves making friends of

all kinds, even if they don’t want to be friends with him. I’m so happy to have found this silly boy and can’t wait to
see where the future takes us!" - Amanda



From the desk of Danielle Montgomery, Program Administrator

The Pennsylvania Thoroughbred Horsemen's Association's Turning for Home, Inc. Racehorse Retirement
Program at Parx Racing invites our Horsemen to the special Turning For Home Day Labor Day
Celebration on September 2nd. 

Board Members, Owners, Adopters, and TFH donors are our Special guests for food, fun, and a unique
celebration of aftercare on the first floor at Parx Racing!

This event, a tradition since 2015, highlighted by the Turning for Home Races, raises awareness for
the dignified retirement of our racehorses and features races dedicated to the program's
graduates and Partner Farms, along with video vignettes, winner's circle presentations and more.
Attendees can enjoy great food, T-shirt giveaways, and live entertainment as we highlight the
program's success in assisting over 4,150 horses into safe retirement and its role in preventing our
racehorses from entering the inhumane slaughter pipeline, thanks to the community's support
and the PTHA's innovative funding mechanisms.

Meet our team, including Adopters, Partner
Farm Trainers, and managers. Expect some
of our alums to make appearances! Learn
about the program's impact and
partnerships, like the one with Second Call
Thoroughbred Adoption and Placement to
recreate the All Thoroughbred Showdown in
November to help place more TFH horses.
Our mission would not have been possible
without you, our supporters, over the last
sixteen years. Every year gets better for Parx
Racehorses, and we continually strive to be
the best in the Industry.  Please come out and
see for yourself what we have accomplished
together.

For more information, go to
turningforhome.org or
allthoroughbredshowdown.org

(Power By Far on TFH Day 2019)

TFH Day - Labor Day
9/2/2024



PTHA  TROPHY WINNERS

Owner -Jagger Inc. and Longball Stables
Trainer -Jamie Ness

Jockey -  Mychel Sanchez

Amani’s TigerAmani’s Tiger
MAY 8  MAY 8  

Photo Credit: Equi-Photo

MAY 2024 

SonadorSonador
MAY 13MAY 13

Owner - Ten Strike Racing
Trainer -J. Carlos Guerrero

Jockey -  Luis D. Rivera

Sheer DominanceSheer Dominance
MAY 21MAY 21

Owner - Bran Jam Stable & David Clark
Trainer - Louis Linder, Jr.

Jockey -  Luis Ocasio

Owner - Morris Kernan, Jr. & Jagger Inc.
Trainer -Jamie Ness

Jockey - Dexter Haddock

MAY 28MAY 28
Armed and ReadyArmed and Ready

www.patha.org
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of the

I F  Y O U  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  N O M I N A T E
S O M E O N E  F O R  O U R  F E A T U R E ,  

P L E A S E  S T O P  B Y  T H E  P T H A  O F F I C E
O R  E M A I L  N G U Z M A N @ P A T H A . O R G .

Heart Backstretch
By : Nikki Guzman

B i g  s h o u t  o u t  t o  J o s e  f o r  h i s  e x c e l l e n t  w o r k !  H i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  a n d  p a s s i o n
c o n t i n u e  t o  i n s p i r e  a l l  o f  u s .  K e e p  s h i n i n g  b r i g h t l y ;  i t  m a k e s  a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .

I n  P u e r t o  R i c o ,  t h e  E s c u e l a  V o c a c i o n a l  H í p i c a  ( E V H )  s t a n d s  o u t  a s  t h e  s o l e  j o c k e y  s c h o o l
s i t u a t e d  o n  t h e  p r e m i s e s  o f  a  r a c e c o u r s e  k n o w n  a s  H i p ó d r o m o  C a m a r e r o .  N o t a b l e  g r a d u a t e s
i n c l u d e  J o h n  V e l a z q u e z ,  C a r o l  C e d e n o ,  a n d  t h e  O r t i z  b r o t h e r s .  I t  w a s  h e r e  t h a t  J o s é  C o r r e a

s t a r t e d  h i s  t r a i n i n g  a s  a n  e x e r c i s e  r i d e r  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  s i x t e e n .

H e  t r a v e l e d  a l o n e  t o  P A R X  i n  2 0 0 8  a s  t h e r e  w e r e  m o r e  c a r e e r  o p t i o n s  f o r  g r o o m s  a n d  r i d e r s
i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  t h a n  i n  P u e r t o  R i c o .  H e  s e c u r e d  e m p l o y m e n t  a s  a n  e x e r c i s e  r i d e r  w i t h  t r a i n e r
A n t h o n y  D u t r o w .  H e  a l s o  h e a d e d  t o  F l o r i d a  t o  r i d e  a t  P a l m  M e a d o w s  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r ,  b u t
D u t r o w  g r a d u a l l y  h a d  f e w e r  h o r s e s  a n d  J o s e  w e n t  t o  w o r k  f o r  t r a i n e r  C a r l o s  G u e r r e r o .  S p u n
t o  R u n ,  w h o  w o n  t h e  B i g  A s s  F a n s  B r e e d e r s '  C u p  D i r t  M i l e  a t  S a n t a  A n i t a  o n  t h e  o p e n i n g  d a y

o f  t h e  2 0 1 9  B r e e d e r s '  C u p  W o r l d  C h a m p i o n s h i p s ,  w a s  o n e  o f  s e v e r a l  e l i t e  h o r s e s  t h a t  h e  r o d e
t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  t e n  y e a r s  w o r k i n g  f o r  G u e r r e r o .  C u r r e n t l y ,  h e  w o r k s  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g s  f o r
t r a i n e r  R o b e r t  " B u t c h "  R e i d ,  J r . ,  w i t h  h o r s e s  s u c h  a s  J e a n n e  M a r i e ,  w h o  r a n  i n  t h e  2 0 2 4

B l a c k - E y e d  S u s a n  S t a k e s .  R e i d  o f f e r e d  h i m  a  c h a n c e  t o  r i d e  A f l e e t  A g a i n  i n  2 0 1 1 .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,
J o s e  b e l i e v e d  R e i d  w a s  o n e  o f  t h o s e  t r a i n e r s  y o u  c o u l d n ' t  a p p r o a c h  a n d  t a l k  t o ,  b u t  n o w  t h a t

h e  w o r k s  f o r  h i m ,  h e  d e s c r i b e s  R e i d  a s  a  n i c e  p e r s o n  w h o  t r e a t s  e v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  b a r n  w e l l .

W h i l e  J o s é  c a n  w o r k  a l o n g s i d e  a n d  l e a r n  f r o m  f e l l o w  r i d e r  P i t o  P a g a n ,  h e  a c k n o w l e d g e s
t h a t  G u e r r e r o  t a u g h t  h i m  e v e r y t h i n g  h e  k n o w s  a b o u t  h o r s e  t r a i n i n g ,  “ h e ’ s  m y  t e a c h e r .  I  c a n

s a y  t h a t  1 0 0 % . ”  W h e n  a s k e d  w h a t  t h e  m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  a s p e c t  o f  h i s  w o r k  w a s ,  J o s é  s a i d ,
" T h e r e  i s  n o  h a r d  p a r t .  I  l o v e  t h i s  g a m e .  I  l o v e  t h e  h o r s e s  a n d  t h e  s p o r t . "  H e  a l s o  a d v i s e d
y o u n g  r i d e r s  t o  s t a y  s a f e  o n  t h e  t r a c k  w h i l e  r i d i n g :  " Y o u ' l l  n e v e r  s e e  m e  w i t h  m y  p h o n e  i n

m y  p o c k e t  w h i l e  r i d i n g .  W h e n  I ' m  w o r k i n g ,  I ' m  w o r k i n g . "
 

W h a t  d o e s  t h e  f u t u r e  h o l d  f o r  J o s é ?  H e  a s p i r e s  t o  b e  a  t r a i n e r  o n e  d a y  a n d ,  l i k e  G u e r r e r o ,
w a n t s  t o  c o n t i n u e  r i d i n g .  " I  w a n t  t o  g e t  o n  m y  h o r s e s .  Y o u  c a n  f e e l  h o w  t o  t r a i n  t h e m  t h a t
w a y .  N o t  e v e r y  h o r s e  w i l l  g o  a  m i l e  a n d  a  h a l f .  E v e r y  h o r s e  i s  d i f f e r e n t .  I  w i l l  k e e p  r i d i n g

u n t i l  G o d  t e l l s  m e  n o t  t o  d o  i t  a n y m o r e . ”  H e  i n t e n d s  t o  c o n t i n u e  w o r k i n g  a t  P A R X ,  h e
b e l i e v e s  i t  m a k e s  s e n s e  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  y e a r - r o u n d  r a c i n g ,  a n d  y o u  c a n  p u r c h a s e  a  h o u s e
w i t h o u t  r e l o c a t i n g  y o u r  f a m i l y  f r e q u e n t l y .  J o s e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  a n d  t w o  k i d s ,  h a s
s e t t l e d  d o w n  h e r e .  “ I  l o v e  P A R X .  I  s a y  i t  i s  m y  h o m e .  Y o u  d o n ’ t  g o t  t o  b e  i n  N e w  Y o r k .  I f

y o u  g o t  a  g o o d  h o r s e ,  y o u  g o t  a  g o o d  h o r s e  n o  m a t t e r  w h e r e  y o u  a r e . ”

I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  J o s e  c h o s e  t o  p u r s u e  a  c a r e e r  i n  h o r s e  r a c i n g ,  g i v e n  t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r  i s
R a m o n  M o r a l e s ,  a  l e g e n d a r y  t r a i n e r  i n  P u e r t o  R i c o  w h o  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  w i t h

n u m e r o u s  c h a m p i o n s  a n d  s t a k e s - w i n n i n g  h o r s e s .  H o r s e  r a c i n g  r u n s  i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  J o c k e y
J o h a r i e l  R o d r i g u e z  i s  J o s e ' s  n e p h e w .  J o s e  s a i d  t h a t  J o h a r i e l  a l l o w s  h i s  e i g h t - y e a r - o l d  s o n  t o

p r a c t i c e  w i t h  h i m ,  a n d  h e  i s  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  i n  f a v o r  o f  h i s  s o n  p u r s u i n g  h i s  d r e a m  o f  b e i n g  a
j o c k e y .  “ I f  h e  w a n t s  t o  d o  i t  a n d  h e  c a n  d o  i t ,  w h y  n o t ?  I f  i t ’ s  a  d r e a m  f o r  y o u r  s o n  y o u  c a n ’ t

t e l l  h i m  n o .  Y o u  g o t t a  g o  l e t  h i m  d o  i t .  Y o u  c a n ’ t  s t o p  h i m . ”





From The Racing Office

Thank you for supporting Parx Racing,
David Osojnak

Director of Racing

P a r x  w i l l  a l s o  b e  r u n n i n g  o n  F a t h e r ' s  D a y ,  S u n d a y ,  J u n e  1 6 ,  s o  p l a n  o n
b r i n g i n g  y o u r  D a d  a n d  f a m i l y  t o  P a r x  f o r  a  w i n n i n g  d a y .  A n d  i f  t h i s

w a s n ' t  e n o u g h ,  M o n d a y  J u n e  2 4  w e  h a v e  t w o  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  s t a k e s  r a c e s ,  t h e
C r o w d  P l e a s e r  f o r  P A  B r e d  3 y o s  1 m  1 / 1 6  t u r f ,  a n d  t h e  P o w e r  B y  F a r  f o r  P A
B r e d  F i l l i e s  a n d  M a r e s  3 & u p  5 f  t u r f .  J u n e  h a s  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  e v e r y o n e  -
s o  p l e a s e  c o m e  o u t  a n d  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  f u n  a n d  e x c i t e m e n t  t h a t  P a r x

h a s  t o  o f f e r .  

“ T o  s a y  P a r x  R a c i n g  i s  e x c i t e d  a b o u t
n e x t  m o n t h  i s  a n  u n d e r s t a t e m e n t  -

J u n e  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a  B L A S T . ”  -  D a v e  O

1 )  O u r  f i r s t  t u r f  s t a k e s  r a c e  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  t h e  $ 7 5 , 0 0 0  P T H A  P r e s i d e n t ' s  C u p  f o r

F i l l i e s  a n d  M a r e s  3 & u p  g o i n g  1 m  1 / 1 6 ,

2 )  T h o r o u g h b r e d s  w i l l  n o t  b e  t h e  o n l y  f o u r  l e g g e d  a t h l e t e  r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  o u r  o v a l

o n  t h a t  d a y ,  P a r x  w i l l  a l s o  h a v e  l i v e  B a s s e t  H o u n d  " r a c i n g "  -  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h

T r i - S t a t e  B a s s e t  H o u n d  R e s c u e  -  a n  a n n u a l  e v e n t  t o  f u n d r a i s e  a n d  s h i n e  a

s p o t l i g h t  o n  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  l o v a b l e  b r e e d  o f  m a n ' s  b e s t  f r i e n d ,  

3 )  I t  w i l l  b e  o u r  4 t h  " F a m i l y  F u n  D a y "  o f  2 0 2 4  w h e r e  g u e s t s  c a n  e n j o y :  p o n y  r i d e s

a n d  f a c e  p a i n t i n g  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  l i v e  m u s i c ,  a n d  a  w i d e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  f o o d  t r u c k s ,

a n d

4 )  T h i s  d a y  w i l l  b e  t h e  P T H A ' s  O w n e r s '  A p p r e c i a t i o n  D a y  -  w h e r e  t h e  P T H A  a n d

P a r x  t h a n k  o u r  o w n e r s  f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  w i t h  a  l u n c h e o n  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  p u r s e s  f o r

a l l  r a c e s  t h a t  d a y .  

S a t u r d a y ,  J u n e  8 ,  w i l l  b e  a  H U G E  d a y  f o r  u s  a n d  o u r
f a n s  -  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b e i n g  B e l m o n t  S t a k e s  D a y .



www.letsgoracingparx.com

LET’S GO RACINGWATCH Every Saturday
at 10AM ET

Presented by the Pennsylvania Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association Pennsylvania Derby and Cotillion Day - Saturday, September 21, 2024 

SMARTY JONES DAY  
SATURDAY, AUGUST, 24

TUNE IN FOR ONE OF OUR
BIGGEST DAYS OF RACING!

WILL BE
BROADCAST

LIVE ON

www.patha.org

3 PM - 5 PM ET



16 JUNE
FATHER’S DAY
PTHA’S SCHOLARSHIP AWARD
PRESENTATION

SUNDAY

SAVE THE DATES

26 AUG
MONDAY

PENNSYLVANIA DAY AT THE RACES

21 SEPT
SATURDAY $1,000,000 GRADE 1

PENNSYLVANIA DERBY AND
COTILLION DAY

BELMONT STAKES DAY 
PTHA OWNERS APPRECIATION DAY 
TRI-STATE BASSET HOUND RACES8 JUNE

SATURDAY

2 SEPT TURNING FOR HOME DAY 

MONDAY

24 AUG
SATURDAY

SMARTY JONES DAY

www.patha.org





BreakfastBreakfastAt The Track

The PTHA thanks all who were able to join us for a morning at the track. PTHA President Bob Hutt,
Executive Director Jeff Matty, trainers, jockeys, and special guests joined us frontside to talk about

training, ownership, and many more topics.

A great day had by all and we look forward to the next morning at the track.
Make sure to spread the word and next time, we get an even bigger crowd!

www.patha.org



Get 15% OFF (alcohol excluded) on 
Apple "Breeze". So mark your calendars and
join us at Applebee's every Wednesday!

Join us every Wednesday between 
4pm - 11pm at Applebee's and take 

advantage of our exclusive offer for 
PTHA Horsemen! 

PTHA offer and discount
only available at the
Applebee’s Bensalem
location at 3219 Street
Rd, Bensalem, PA 19020!

 

First 25 Youth
Ages 7 + 
of Backstretch workers 

Call: 267-223-3513 
Email: rbunker@rtca-pa.org
Visit the Chaplain’s office! 

Sports & I.T. 
Summer Camp! 

July 17, 18, 19 
1:30pm - 5 PM 

www.patha.org

mailto:rbunker@rtca-pa.org
mailto:rbunker@rtca-pa.org
mailto:rbunker@rtca-pa.org


THANK YOU
BRYAN CRAFT

www.patha.org

WISHING THE BEST TO 
DR. SILVERMAN

The PTHA, our Horsemen, and Parx
Racing wish Dr. Shari Silverman all the

best in her future endeavors. Dr.
Silverman has been an advocate for horse
welfare and safety throughout her entire

career, making that her fundamental
mission here at Parx Racing for so many

years. Our horsemen appreciated her time,
knowledge, and professionalism on a daily
basis, while our horses were safer for it. As

Dr. Silverman assumes a new role in
thoroughbred racing, the PTHA awaits the

day where we can collaborate with her
again soon.

We wish Dr. Debra Collazo the very best
in filling Dr. Silverman’s role as Chief

Regulatory Veterinarian.

All the best,
Jeffrey A. Matty, Jr.

The PTHA and our horsemen wish Bryan Craft
a very happy and well-deserved retirement!
Bryan has been a fixture at the Parx starting
gate for many, many years, having held the

responsibility of head starter. Bryan went
above and beyond for the horsemen at Parx

and, more importantly, for the horses at Parx,
ensuring safety and experience when it came

to the gate. Bryan will be greatly missed by all
and we look forward to seeing him at the track

here and there. With Bryan's retirement, we
are excited to congratulate Sean Crowell on
assuming the role that Bryan departed from.
We are in good hands with Sean as he carries

the duties of head-starter. Sean, just like
Bryan, is a friend to all horsemen.

Congratulations and best of luck to both of
these gentlemen,

Jeffrey A. Matty, Jr. 

Congratulations to Angel R. Rodriguez on career
win 2,000! Angel, a former Parx based jockey, now

leading rider at Penn National has a career win
percentage of 17% , with a 48% in the money

percentage. Angel is a friend to many horsemen
here at Parx and we wish him continued success.

Congratulations Angel!Photo Credit: Bill Denver/EQUI-PHOTO



Summer
Break

PARX

www.patha.org

TRACK CLOSED FOR TRAINING
SUNDAY, JULY 28TH to SUNDAY, AUGUST 4TH 

TRACK REOPENS MONDAY, AUGUST 5TH

LAST DAY OF LIVE RACING
WEDNESDAY - JULY 24TH

RACING RETURNS
MONDAY - AUGUST 19TH



We congratulate Luis
Ocasio and Kiara

Cedeno who are proud
parents to their daughter
Leanna Charlotte born

on 5/8/24

C O N G R A T S  T O  P T H A
B O A R D  M E M B E R  -  O W N E R

D I R E C T O R  J O H N  F A N E L L I  O N
W E L C O M I N G  H I S  F I R S T

G R A N D S O N  R H Y S  M I C H A E L
I N T O  T H E  W O R L D  B Y  H I S
P R O U D  P A R E N T S  R Y A N  &

T O R I A N A  M E L L E N





I t  i s  w i t h  h e a v y  h e a r t s  t h a t  w e  a n n o u n c e  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  D o u g l a s
G u n d e r s o n ,  a  b e l o v e d  f a t h e r ,  b r o t h e r ,  a n d  f r i e n d .  D o u g l a s  w a s

b o r n  o n  N o v e m b e r  4 ,  1 9 5 8 ,  i n  R o l l i n g  M e a d o w s ,  I L ,  a n d  p e a c e f u l l y
p a s s e d  a w a y  o n  W e d n e s d a y ,  M a y  1 ,  2 0 2 4 ,  i n  B e n s a l e m ,  P A .

A  d e d i c a t e d  v a l e t  a t  P a r x  R a c i n g ,  D o u g l a s  f o u n d  j o y  i n  h i s  w o r k
a n d  c h e r i s h e d  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  h e  h a d  w i t h  c o l l e a g u e s .  H i s

p a s s i o n  f o r  h i s  s o n  R y a n ’ s  h o c k e y  c a r e e r  w a s  e v i d e n t  a n d  h e
n e v e r  m i s s e d  a  c h a n c e  t o  v i s i t  a n d  w a t c h  h i m  p l a y .

D o u g l a s  i s  s u r v i v e d  b y  h i s  l o v i n g  s o n ,  R y a n  G u n d e r s o n ,  h i s  s i s t e r s ,
C i n d y  G u n d e r s o n  a n d  J o y c e  G u n d e r s o n ,  a n d  h i s  p a r t n e r  B e t h

G r a u .  H i s  m e m o r y  w i l l  f o r e v e r  b e  c h e r i s h e d  b y  t h o s e  w h o  k n e w
h i m .

S e r v i c e s  a n d  i n t e r m e n t  w i l l  b e  p r i v a t e .  T h e  f a m i l y  k i n d l y  r e q u e s t s
d o n a t i o n s  b e  m a d e  i n  D o u g l a s ' s  n a m e  t o  a  l o c a l  c h a r i t y  o r

o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  y o u r  c h o i c e .

OUR CONDOLENCES...



Want to see your ad in our next newsletter?
Call or email us today to find out how easy it

is to advertise with us and get extra
coverage online!

215-638-2012 or email:
productions@patha.org

PTHA

Pennsylvania Thoroughbred
Horsemen's Association

P.O. Box 300, Bensalem, PA 19020
Office: 215-638-2012 Fax: 215-638-2919

Hours: Mon - Wed, 8 am - 5 pm
Thur, 8 am - 4 pm

Fri, 8 am - 1 pm
www.patha.org

SEE YOU IN THE
WINNER'S CIRCLE!


